Article by Pastor Thad “Poppy” Callahan

Our Heavenly Father invites all of us to come and sit on his lap to simply
LOVE ON HIM.

don't know how many of you know this, but I'm a

Grandpa! I know, it is probably one of the worst

kept secrets ever. I have found that being a
Grandpa, or Poppy as I am called, is one of the great-
est things in the world.

Not so much in that I didn't enjoy my kids or love my
kids (because I absolutely do), but when all those
things were taken away from me because of time
passing...I get a do over with Bonnie.

I get a do over in watching kids cartoons. I get a do
over with picking them up and giving them
smooches. I get a do over with buying them certain
toys and coloring with them. I get a do over in see-
ing the joy in their eyes as they experience new
things. Itis so amazing.

In all of the do overs, I think the one that I enjoy the
most is the do over of cuddling with them on Poppy’s
recliner and not doing anything but loving on each
other. It is that time with baby and Poppy that re-
minds Poppy of how much he is loved and gives
Poppy an opportunity to love baby the way he wants
to love that baby.

The problem with kids is that they grow up and as
they grow up, they get this thing called energy...
toddler energy! If scientists could ever figure out a
way to tap into toddler energy, we could run the
electricity for every city in the United States and
more! Toddler energy means that they can run and
not get tired. They can play and when they’re done
playing, they must play some more! Toddler energy
is when it's nap time they must do anything to stay
awake, which means they can’t take the risk of
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sitting on Poppy's lap because I know what that
means (the dreaded nap time)!

As that thought came to me this morning, I began
thinking about our Heavenly Father as a true loving
father! And a true loving father absolutely loves
watching his kids develop, grow, and achieve amaz-
ing things! But there’s not one thing that makes a
good loving father more happy than those times of
cuddling with his kids...loving on his kids.

Now, I recognize that my 6’1" son and my 5'10”
daughter are probably not going to be able to get on
Dad's lap and still cuddle with me, though the times
that we just sit and talk and
enjoy one another is
amazingly cool. It
never takes the
place of them as
cuddling infants
sitting on Dad's
lap.




The good news is our Heavenly Father is not like that.
He’s got a really big lap and He invites all of us to
come and sit on His lap to love on Him and to not
necessarily do anything else. To just sit on His lap
and receive smooches, to listen to his voice and to
talk to him about stuff. To just to cuddle with Daddy!

The problem becomes as we get bigger and older we
also begin getting more energy for everything else
around us and we forget that time of just sitting on
Daddy's lap and loving him. The thing is not all things
are bad. My grandbaby playing with her toys, reading
her books, running around and being mischievous is
not bad...but Poppy is missing those cuddles and
she’s missing out on the love that Poppy wants to
show her.

When it comes to our Heavenly Father we become so
busy that we miss the most important thing in our life
and that is cuddled with Father God.

Busyness Steals Time

All busyness is not bad, but when it steals from the
most important thing it becomes dangerous.

You say, what does busyness look like?

It may look like work. I have to put in those extra
hours to earn that extra money to pay for extra stuff
or those extra bills.

It may look like play. We only have so much time
to enjoy one another and to have these times to-
gether. Sports leagues, dance

Beloved, the thing was she was missing out on what
Jesus wanted for her the most. Jesus’ exact words
were “But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen
that good part....(Luke 10:42)"

My question to you today is, are you choosing the
good part or are you choosing the busy stuff of life?
We live in an entertainment society where we must
constantly be distracted and entertained. Social me-
dia tells us if I'm just sitting here I need to scroll.
Streaming services says if this show is not any good,
I can watch anything and everything else. However,
sometimes all we need is to get real close to Dad and
just love on Him. Nothing else! Often when we feel
Dad is so far away, it's not because Dad is so far
away, it's because our busyness has moved us away
from Dad. And all Dad wants is for you to draw dear
to Him.

James 4:8 tells us, "Draw nigh to God, and he will
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners;
and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” Just like
the prodigal son who after his meandering busyness
he chose to come near to Dad and seeing that one
action Dad ran to him, reached over, picked him up,
hugged him, loved him, kissed him, and was able to
show the provision that he made for him.

I even liked the end of that verse where it says “clean
your hands” and “purify your hearts”, because a lot of
times in our busyness our hands get kind of messy
(anyone with little kids knows that) and our hearts
get full of a lot of other stuff, but let’s just wash up
and come to the Father. Let’s
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classes, other extracurricular
activities just make us busier.

It may look like family time
all the time. We want our
kids to have great experiences
and so we spend our time tak-
ing them from one thing to
another. Again, which is
good...but are you teaching
them to be quiet and spend
time with God?

It may look like working
for God. I know that sounds
weird, but often we get so
mixed up with the work of the

“But ONE THING is
needful: and Mary
hath chosen that

good part...”
Luke 10:42

sit on His lap let’s love on Him
and let’s let Him love us the
way He wants to love us.

How Do I Do That

The reason more people don't
learn to cuddle with Daddy is
because they just really don't
know how to do it. Well, let
me help you with some direc-
tion.

Make a decision. Mary chose
to do what she did at Jesus’
feet. We must make a deci-
sion to put down all the extra

Lord that we forget to spend
time with the Lord of the work. Spending time with
Him is where things will change for us.

The Most Important Thing

In Luke 10, we see a very familiar account of two sis-
ters who were entertaining Jesus. One (Martha) was
so busy making sure that Jesus had everything to eat
to drink, making sure the bathroom was clean, mak-
ing sure there was no dust on floor or tables...and all
those things are good! She even got ticked off that
her sister was not helping her and was just sitting at
the feet of Jesus listening to Him and loving on Him.
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toys and just crawl onto Dad’s
lap and cuddle.

Plan some time by yourself. Time doesn't just
show up, you must plan some time. If you have kids,
it is not an excuse, it just means it may have to be
very early or very late...but it is you and Dad time.
Start with 10 or 15 minutes and let it grow naturally.

Turn off phone, TV and all social media. Scrolling
is a thief of time and a thief of attention. If it is too
tempting then leave your phone in another room. You
say, “But my Bible is on my phone,” I would highly
suggest getting a physical Bible...unless you can



control the temptation. . 2
Sit down with your Bible and your notebook and nothing
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else. Your Bible is so you can hear from God and the note- It S tlme tO come tO
book so you can write down what He says to you. A lot of
time in these times you will get a lot of ideas...some will seem

time sensitive. Write them down and get to them after your Him and love on Him

cuddle time.

Sing a song of worship. Get going by praising the Lord, lov- and let Him love Oon us

ing Him for who He is, and for Him for speaking to you for be-
ing a Good Daddy. Don’t get too distracted by the music...

focus on Daddy. the Way He WantS tO
Read a portion of Scripture. It doesn’t have to be long. It

just needs to be Scripture. When you read something that love us.

gets your attention, write it down. Begin talking to God about

the details. ‘

Write down ways to apply it to what you’re going through. You will begin noticing that the things you're
writing down are not coming from your brain, but from your spirit man. They are God speaking to you, secrets
and ideas to make your life better. Things you will only get on Daddy’s lap!

Let that time increase. As you go by day after day and week after week learned to extend this time by a min-
ute, two minutes, even five minutes. It may seem like an impossibility right now, but you will learn that you
need these cuddle times with your Heavenly Father, just as much as he does!

Our Heavenly Father

In Matthew 7:11 it tells us, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your chil-
dren, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask
him?” Beloved, our loving Heavenly Father passionately desires these cuddle time with us...not
just for Him (though He loves that time), but for what He can do for you in the midst of that
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f Make a decision today, just like when your kids were young or like you do with your grand-
| babies, to prioritize cuddle time with your Heavenly Father. Make it the thing that drives you
| each and every day. The more you do it...the more you will need to do it.
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when we choose J@Vwe are connected to...

HIS PRESENCE
Psalm 16:11 - “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of j joy; 4
at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 4
HIS STRENGTH ]
Nehemiah 8:10 - ”...for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” W
HIS SALVATION (deliverance, victory, prosperity, health, salvation) f
Isaiah 12:3 - “Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvatlon D/ |
THE HOLY GHOST 7
Romans 14:17 - “For the kmgdom of God is not meat and drink, but rlghteousness
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” [
HIS MEDICINE (healing) A
Proverbs 17:22 (TPT) - “A joyful, cheerful heart brings healing to both body and
soul. But the one whose heart is crushed struggles with sickness and
depression. ”
HIS WORD
[eremiah 15:16 - “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy
word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am ¢
called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts. ” g‘- ‘J ‘,
Psalm 119:162 - “I rejoice at thy words, as one that findeth great spoil. ’Z-’}}, i
HIS PROSPERITY r Ayt
Psalm 105:37-45; 2 Corinthians 9:7 b
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MALACHI3 Why Do We Bring Our Tithe?

10 Bring ye all the
tithes into the store-
house, that there may
be meat in mine house,
and prove me now
herewith, saith the
LORD of hosts, if I will
not open you the
windows of heaven,
and pour you out a
blessing, that there
shall not be room
enough to receive it.

11 And I will rebuke
the devourer for your
sakes, and he shall
not destroy the fruits
of your ground;
neither shall your vine
cast her fruit before
the time in the field,
saith the LORD of
hosts.

12 And all nations
shall call you blessed:
for ye shall be a
delightsome land, saith
the LORD of hosts.

We tithe to take care of our storehouse. vs. 10

We tithe so we can partake of the meat of the Word. vs. 10

We tithe and God proves it works. vs. 10

We tithe and it opens the windows of Heaven, so we can receive. vs. 10
We tithe and God pours out a blessing and much more. vs. 10

We tithe and God rebukes the devourer for our sake. vs. 11

We tithe and our harvest shall not be destroyed. vs. 11

We tithe and our season of harvest will come to pass. vs. 11

We tithe and it becomes obvious that we are blessed. vs. 12
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We tithe and our land becomes delightsome lands. vs. 12

@ We tithe and the Lord of Hosts (God of angel armies) shows up on our
behalf. vs. 12

Perhaps the better question is why wouldn’t we!
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